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Not long after this, a message arrived. The pharaoh invited
everyone to his court for music, dancing. and a feast. Rhodopis
wanted to go, but the other girls would not let her.

“Sorry.” they said. “Someone has to stay behind and do the
chores.”
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They put on their nicest dresses and left.
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Rhodopis went to the river to do the washing. But she
couldn’t stop thinking of the pharaoh’s court. She forgot to
take off her slippers, and soon they were soaking wet.
Rhodopis put them in the sun to dry. A falcon swooped down
and snatched one of her slippers. Rhodopis was awestruck. She
knew that the falcon was really the god Horus.
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Horus carried the slipper over the Nile and landed at the
pharaoh’s court. He presented the slipper to the pharaoh.
“This slipper is a sign from Horus,” he announced.

arry.”
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“Whoever fits this slipper, I shall m:
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The pharaoh searched high and low for the slipper’s owner.
Many girls tried, but all failed.

At last he came to the old master’s house. The servant girls
tried the slipper. It did not fit. Then the pharaoh saw Rhodopis.

“Will you try it on?” he asked.

Rhodopis put on the slipper. It fit! The following day she
and the pharaoh were married. Together they ruled Egypt for

many, many years.
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RHODOPIS

AN EGYPTIAN FAIRY TALE illustrated by Polona Kosec

Long ago, pirates kidnapped a beautiful girl from Greece.
They sold her as a slave to an old master in Egypt.
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The master had several servants already working in his
house. They made the new girl o the hardest work—washing
the clothes, making the meals, and weeding the garden. They
called her “Rhodopis.” which means “rosy cheeked.” Her skin
was fair and tured red when she worked in the sun.
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Because the servants were mean, Rhodopis made friends

with the Nile River animals. After her work was done, she
often went to the river’s edge. There she talked to the
hippopotamus and danced with the ibis.
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One hot day the master spotted Rhodopis dancing by the
river. “Someone with such grace should not go shoeless.” he
said.
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He had a pair of rose-red slippers made for her. The other
gils were jealous of the new slippers and treated Rhodopis
even worse.




